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Each September we recognize Hunger Action Month as an 
opportunity to raise awareness and bring focus to the needs of 
those in our community struggling with food insecurity. We are 
grateful to our community partners who support our network of 
food pantries and soup kitchens and because of the extra efforts 
made by staff and volunteers, we have been able to help families 
and households through times of difficulty and uncertainty. 

Terre Haute Catholic Charities Foodbank connects our programs 
and helps to provide not only healthy, nutritious food to those 
who visit, but also helps to give a sense of security and stability. 
This summer, food got to play a fun role at Ryves Youth Center 
with the implementation of Fun Food Friday, led by Naomi 
Smith, Food Service Coordinator at Fishes & Loaves Soup Kitchen.  
This program helps to introduce healthy foods to our children at 
the Kid’s Cafe. Inside you will read about some of these Fun Food 
Fridays and the impact that they bring not only to the children, 
but to our staff and volunteers. 

Also, at Ryves, our preschool program is going through some 
changes. After more than 13 years as our preschool teacher, 
Ms. Pamela Otte is leaving for a new adventure with the Vigo 
County School Corporation. Pam was responsible for bringing 
the program to new heights and preparing our children for 
kindergarten and beyond. Pam incorporated too many important 
teaching techniques to mention here, but each one made 
the preschool program an important part of the educational 
experience of these children. Pam is leaving the preschool better 

than how she found it and on a strong foundation to move 
forward.  We will be forever grateful to her!

A block down from the Youth Center, volunteers and staff are 
busy preparing the final touches for this year’s Christmas Store. 
Last year we served more than 411 families by providing the 
spirit of Christmas with gifts under the tree. Read more about 
how the Christmas Store operates and how you can help later in 
this newsletter. 

To wrap up the year, I think it is safe to say that most of us have 
experienced personal challenges and struggles that come with 
living through a pandemic, not to mention economic challenges 
and conflict at local, state and national levels. We have adapted to 
changes that we hope to never have to face again. Through it all 
we have seen communities come together and individuals rise to 
help their brothers and sisters. Locally, we have been rewarded 
with leaders and stewards who have guided us through these 
tough times, and I believe we are stronger for it. Take a moment 
to pray for all those who work on the frontline and to our patron 
this year, St. Joseph for his example of what it means to be a 
parent and a humble servant to all!

God bless,

John C. Etling
Agency Director

Director ‘s Letter

Dear Friends, 

Fun Food Fridays
 
For the children of the community, Ryves Youth Center is a home away from home. A 
place where you can find friendly faces, participate in tutoring and mentoring programs, 
and fill their hungry bellies. Creating these healthy, kid-friendly meals is something 
that Food Service Coordinator, Naomi Smith, does very well! Naomi has been serving 
nutritious meals to children of Ryves for more than 5 years. Naomi says it’s a job she 
looks forward to everyday, “I just love working with the kids, it’s truly my biggest joy!” 

In June of 2021, Ryves Youth Center implemented a new program which quickly became 
referred to as ‘Fun Food Friday.’ Naomi says that the idea was to kick-off summer with a 
fun event that featured three components: healthy food, information about nutrition, 
and a hands-on craft. Originally intended to be just a one-time event, the children 
enjoyed it so much that it continued even after the kids headed back to school. “Only 
a few children showed up for the first Fun Food Friday but by the second event, the 
numbers really grew! From there more and more kids kept coming.” 

The Fun Food Friday activities have included learning how to make fruit smoothies, 
making and using edible paint, trying new foods with fruit pizza, and even making 
their own tie-dyed aprons.

Naomi hopes to offer Fun Food Friday activities as long as possible.  “Just working with the kids, seeing their smiles and watching them 
having fun is the best part. I look forward to these Fridays and showing them how to create things with food.” 

The program is every Friday from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Ryves Youth Center and open to all children under the age of 18. Funding for 
Fun Food Friday is made possible by the Anonymous Child and Family Feeding Program by Feeding America and from generous donations 
made to Red Nose Day.



In July, the Indiana Youth Institute (IYI) released their 2021 Kid’s Count® 
Data Book which took a deep dive into child well-being across four 
domains – Family and Community, Economic Well-Being, Education, 
and Health. According to the study, Indiana ranks 29th in the nation 
for overall child well-being and while the Data Book identifies many 
positive gains, more progress must be made to ensure all children thrive.

ECONOMIC WELL-BEING: Indiana’s economic well-being currently 
ranks 18th in the nation. The percentage of Hoosier children in poverty 
decreased, currently at 15.2%, but this number is much higher for Vigo 
County (served by Ryves Youth Center) at 26.5%. While COVID has not 
hit Indiana as hard as other states economically, we know the pandemic 
has exacerbated all these economic indicators and increased financial 
hardships for many Hoosier families. 

EDUCATION: Indiana’s ranking in education was 17th in the nation, 
down 2 spots from the previous year. Interestingly, the lowest ranking 
data indicator is the number of young children ages 3 and 4 enrolled in 
pre-school, currently ranking 40th in the nation. 

HEALTH: Indiana’s ranking in health was 36th in the nation. There is a 
strong connection to a child’s health and their access to fresh, nutritious 
food.  20% of youth in Vigo County (served by Ryves Youth Center) 
– 4,440 children – are food insecure. This means that they lack an 
adequate amount of food to live an active and healthy lifestyle. 

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY CONTEXT: The same as last year, Indiana’s 
ranking in Family and Community remained 31st in the nation. 5% of 
children in Vigo County (served by Ryves Youth Center) are homeless or 
reside in unstable housing.

Christmas Store Prepares for 
2021 Shopping

2021 IYI Report Congratulations on 
Your Retirement!

Shopping at the Christmas Store may only last three weeks, but 
our amazing volunteers work all year to make sure that incoming 
donations are sorted, hygiene products are bagged and that socks 
and underwear are sized for shopping to begin in November.

An Open House was held on September 23 to allow the public to 
tour the Christmas Store, learn more about what it means to the 
community and to enlist new volunteers for the program. The night 
was a success and we hope to have more events like this in the future.

There is still time to help create the spirit of Christmas for our families! 
A wish list of items is below – you can also donate to the Christmas 
Store by scanning the code. In 2020, we were able to help 411 
households (1,498 individuals) create their own holiday memories.
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Makeup

Perfume/Lotions/Nail Polish

Headphones

Curling Irons/Hairdryers

Bluetooth Speaker

Card Games/Board Games

Wish List

Baby Dolls/Barbie Dolls

Puzzles

Coloring books

Crafts

Sports Balls

Girls 

2 to 12 Years Old

Girls 

13 to 18 Years Old

Shave Kits

Cologne

Fishing Pole/Tackle Box

Headphones

Bluetooth Speaker

Card Games/Board Games

Trucks/Cars

Action Figures

Coloring Books

Sports Balls

Legos

Boys 

2 to 12 Years Old

Boys

13 to 18 Years Old

Items can be delivered to Bethany House (1402 Locust St)

Monday - Friday from 9am - 4pm

Thank you to Pam Otte for her years of service to the 
children of Ryves Youth Center.

Wine & Bourbon 
Tasting Event

November 20

Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology

7:00pm - 10:00pm

21 & older event

*Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Ryves Youth Center was closed to in-person activities from March 18, 2020 - March 15, 2021. 
Data above represent children and activities from March 15 - June 30, 2021.

Reading Champions

26 Children Participated*

88% of Participants Improved

Grade Level Reading Scores

Afterschool Tutoring

77 Children Participated*

372 Hours of Tutoring and

Homework Help

*Ryves Youth Center closed on March 18, 2020 and reopened for activities on March 15, 2021.

As such, data here represents only 4 months of Fiscal Year 2021.

BackPack Program

184 Children Received Healthy

Food for Weekend Meals*

Garden/Salsa Club

109 Children Learned Life Skills,

Nutrition Importance and

Harvested Their Own Vegetables*
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Children at Ryves may also participate in our TIME for Me Mentoring 
program. Last year, 10 children were matched with mentors and built 

relationships that will continue to positively impact their lives.


